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Introduction
The West of Scotland Regional Equality Council (WSREC) Good Community Relations Project
(GCRP) has been developing resources to explore the myths and fears that can lead to
discrimination based on race, religion, sexual orientation or transgender identity.
The aim is for these resources to be used by youth workers and teachers to help facilitate
workshops that will enable young people to challenge themselves and each other about
prejudices that exist in society. The activities are designed to provide opportunities for
young people to explore what hate crime is and what can cause it in order to prevent it.
The resources included in this pack are designed to be used with young people from 8 years
old upwards and can be adapted according to the requirements of each group.

Migration Jigsaw

Aim
The Migration Jigsaw activity aims to explain the distinctions between various ‘types’ of
migration and give examples of some reasons why people move from one place to another.
Description
The Migration Jigsaw is made up of 24 tiles with an additional 4 title tiles. When correctly
assembled, the jigsaw provides definitions of the following: Asylum Seeker, Refugee,
Internal Migrant, Internally Displaced Person, Economic Migrant, and Trafficked Person.
The remaining tiles provide examples of real people’s stories and illustrate their journeys
through maps.
Group Activity Instructions
 Split the group into two smaller groups


Lay out the title sections of the jigsaw horizontally in the following order:
Migration | Definition | Story | Journey



Give each group the ‘types of migration’ tiles and the definitions



Invite the groups to put the tiles together in the order that they think they should be in



Depending on how each group is getting on with the task of piecing the jigsaw together,
hand out the remaining sections (stories and journeys) at your discretion



Discuss the completed jigsaws with the group as a whole

* Depending on the level of the group, this activity can be adapted. For example, for a
primary school group more tiles may be laid out to begin with and more help given to
complete the jigsaw.
Suggested Allotted Time
Approximately 30 minutes

Migration Jigsaw LGBT Addition

Aim
The aim of this additional section is to illustrate that there are different types of persecution
faced by people who seek asylum. Therefore different examples of why an asylum seeker
has fled to another country could be inserted here – in this case homophobic persecution.
Description
The extra tiles are used simply as replacements for the ‘Story’ and ‘Journey’ sections of the
Asylum Seeker column of the activity.
Group Activity Instructions
Carry out the activity as above replacing the original ‘Asylum Seeker’ tile with the LGBT tiles.
Suggested Allotted Time
As above

Jam

Aim
The aim of this activity is to challenge our own assumptions and stereotypes when assessing
information that only tells part of the story.
Description
Participants are given a story to read which has certain words blanked out. They are asked
to read this aloud in one big group taking turns. They are then split into groups, with each
group assuming one of the following roles: Prisoner, Police, Lawyer, Politician and Judge.
The groups are asked to consider three questions from the perspective of their role. They
are then brought back together to discuss their proposed action with the other groups.
Group Activity Instructions
 As one group, invite the participants to read the story aloud taking one line each


Invite 5 participants to volunteer to be each of the characters named above and, if
possible, give them each a costume to go with that character



Split the remaining participants between each of the 5 characters and invite each group
to discuss the story from the perspective of their character



Invite the groups to consider these questions and jot down responses on flipchart paper:
o What action should you take?
o Why should you take that action?
o Is there anything problematic about you taking that action?



Bring all of the groups back together to discuss their points of view and conclusions
before revealing the full story without the blank spaces



Discuss other situations where information is omitted (e.g. newspapers, textbooks, TV)

Suggested Allotted Time
Approximately 40 minutes

Gender Stereotypes

Aim
The aim of this activity is to challenge our own assumptions and stereotypes regarding
prescribed gender roles. This activity also looks at persecution faced by LGBT people as a
result, in part, of gender stereotypes.
Description
The activity involves asking the following questions in relation to the images provided:





What is a ‘female profession/hobby’?
What is a ‘male profession/hobby’?
Can you look at someone and decide if they are gay or straight? Is this because of
gender stereotypes? Does this have anything to do with their hobbies or profession?
Should someone be persecuted if they do not conform to the gender norms in society?

The images accompanying the above questions include a number of examples of
stereotypically ‘male professions/female professions’ and hobbies. Participants are asked to
place the images on a scale which ranges from male to female. If they place a hobby or
profession in the middle of the scale line it is assumed they believe this to be a gender
neutral activity. Placing images closer to either the male or female extreme connotes the
opposite. Further images of people are also included, which participants are invited to
interpret in terms of their profession and sexuality.
Activity Instructions
 Split the group into smaller groups of about five


Give each group the hobbies and professions images and ask them to place them on the
scale depending on whether they think they are considered ‘male’ or ‘female’ activities



Show the groups the images of individuals and ask them to write down answers to the
following: What is their job? What is their nationality? What is their sexual orientation?



Bring the groups back together to discuss their opinions. At this stage, bring up the
asylum seekers’ stories from the activity below and explain that they were subjected to
extreme persecution for their perceived sexualities based on gender stereotypes. Ask
participants how they feel about this and whether they think it is fair.

Suggested Allotted Time
Approximately 20 minutes

LGBT Asylum Case Study

Aim
The aim of this activity is to explore the numerous issues faced by LGBT people going
through the asylum process in the UK. The activity is designed to be unbiased and look at
these issues from various angles: from the point of view of an asylum seeker, a UKBA official
and an asylum solicitor. It is hoped that the participants will gain an understanding of the
discrimination and persecution faced by LGBT people not just in their home countries but
also institutionally in the UK. Following the exercise, it is also hoped that participants will be
able to relate persecution of LGBT asylum seekers to wider issues of homophobia in the UK.
Description
This activity is made up of two parts. In the first part, participants read through a case study
of a Ugandan asylum seeker in the UK who has been subjected to persecution in his home
country because of his perceived sexuality. The words sexuality/homosexual or anything
giving the subject away is blanked out.
For the second part of this activity the group is split into three smaller groups and given a
character per group – either the asylum seeker, UKBA official or asylum solicitor. They are
given a number of information cards and asked to consider the questions on them.
Activity Instructions


As one group, invite the participants to read the story aloud taking one line each



Invite participants to make suggestions as to what the word which is blanked out could
be referring to



Split the group into three smaller groups and give the corresponding pack to them



Invite the groups to discuss the questions on the cards provided



Bring the group back together to feedback on their discussion

Suggested Allotted Time:
Approximately 30 minutes

LGBT Timeline

Aim
The aim of this activity is to highlight the evolution of LGBT rights in the UK showing how
recent many developments have been. It also allows space for participants to imagine a
potentially more equal future.
Description
The timeline dates from 1290 to 2014 showing the evolution of LGBT rights in the UK. It is a
highly visual resource which will be laid out across the length of a room.
Activity Instructions
 Lay timeline out on the floor of a room


Invite participants to look at it and discuss their feelings about it



Invite participants to imagine what 2050 will look like in terms of their hopes for equality

Suggested Allotted Time:
Approximately 20 minutes

LGBT Map

Aim
The aim of this activity is to highlight the persecution faced by LGBT people around the
world.
Description
The activity consists of the above map showing the level of rights and persecution
experienced by LGBT people around the world. Sections of the colour coded key are blanked
out. Participants are asked to fill in the blanks according to which level of rights they think
corresponds to each colour on the map. They are given some answers to help if required.
Activity Instructions
 Show the whole group the large map with the key blanked out


Split the group into smaller groups and give them a smaller map each



Hand out the labels which correspond to the colour coded key and invite the groups to
match them to the colours on the key



Invite the group to discuss their thoughts and reaction to the map

Suggested allotted time
Approximately 20 minutes

